Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 
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FM AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1 169 

SECRET BELGRADE 4252 

EXDIS 

FOR THE ACTING SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS YO ET US 

SUB J : ALLEGED YUGOSLAV TRANSFER OF M-47 TANKS TO ETHIOPIA 
REF: (A) STATE 146935, (B) STATE 145552, (C) BELGRADE 4238 

1 . 1 HAVE IUST RECEIVED REFTEL (A) AND, - BECAUSE 

1 BELIEVE THIS TO BE SO SERIOUS AN ISSUE THAT IT SHOULD BE RAISED 
IN FIRST INSTANCE AT HIGHEST POSSIBLE LEVEL - HAVE 
REQUESTED APPOINTMENT WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY MINIC, OR 

IN HIS ABSENCE (MINIC REPORTEDLY IS OUT OF TOWN) DEPUTY 
SECRETARY MOJSOV. IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO MEET WITH 
EITHER BEFORE TOMORROW MORNING. 

2. DEPARTMENT SHOULD KNOW, HOWEVER, THAT I CONSIDER THE 
COURSE OF ACTION OUTLINED IN REF (C) TO BE A FAR 
STRONGER APPROACH, AND THAT INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED REF (A) 

ARE PRECISELY NOT REPEAT NOT THE WAY TO PROCEED. AS 

I INDICATED IN REF (C) I BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT THAT 
WHEN I APPROACH THE YUGOSLAVS ON THIS MATTER I BE 
IN A POSITION TO MAKE IT CLEAR TO THEM THAT WE KNOW 
THAT THE TRANSFER HAS INDEED TAKEN PLACE, AND THAT 
THE TANKS CAME FROM YUGOSLAVIA. AS OF THIS MOMENT I AM 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 BELGRA 04252 241035Z 

NOT ABLE TO DO THIS, AND IN FACT HAVE ONLY BEEN INSTRUCTED 
TO ENQUIRE IF A TRANSFER HAS TAKEN PLACE. IT IS 
PROBABLE THAT WHEN THE YUGOSLAVS DO REPLY IT WILL BE 
A WEASEL-WORDED DENIAL. 

3. DESPITE MY STRONG DOUBTS, HOWEVER, AND IN THE ABSENCE 
OF FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS, I INTEND TO SAY THE FOLLOWING 
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TO MINIC OR MOJSOV: 

(A) I HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO APPROACH THE GOY 

ON A MATTER OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP. THE USG HAS INFORMATION THAT M-47 TANKS 
SUPPLIED BY THE USG TO YUGOSLAVIA UNDER MAP HAVE 
APPARENTLY BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF ETHIOPIA. 

(B) IF THIS TRANSFER HAS IN FACT TAKEN PLACE, IT 
IS APPARENT THAT IT IS A VIOLATION OF BILATERAL 
UNDERSTANDINGS BETWEEN THE USG AND THE GOY WHICH 
REQUIRE THAT THE USG AGREE TO SUCH A TRANSFER 
BEFORE IT CAN TAKE PLACE. 

(C) I HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO ASK THE GOY IF IT 

CAN CONFIRM THAT M-47 TANKS OBTAINED FROM THE USG 
HAVE BEEN IN FACT TRANSFERRED TO ETHIOPIA. 

EAGLEBURGER 
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